
 
 

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF ANTIBIOTIC USE ON BIRTH 

CONTROL PILLS? 

Q: I HAVE BEEN GIVEN ANTIBIOTICS TO TREAT AN UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT 

INFECTION. WILL THE ANTIBIOTICS AFFECT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE BIRTH CONTROL 

PILLS?  

A: Yes, possibly. Some antibiotics and certain other medications have the potential 
to reduce the effectiveness of birth control pills. Some antibiotics slightly reduce the 

amount of hormones absorbed by the system.  

Among the suspect antibiotics are those in the penicillin family, including penicillin, 
amoxicillin, and ampicillin; tetracycline, and related drugs such as doxycycline and 

erythromycin. Some epilepsy drugs, tranquilizers, barbiturates, anti-
inflammatories, and laxatives may also reduce the effectiveness of oral 

contraceptives. The same effect may also occur if you have an intestinal illness that 
causes diarrhea or vomiting.  
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